Contact

melplamann@gmail.com
812-219-1554
Oklahoma City University

www.melissaplamann.com

Education

Doctor of Music, Organ Performance

Indiana University - Bloomington
2010

Master of Music, Organ Performance
Emory University , GA
2006

Bachelor of Music, Organ Performance
Bachelor of Arts, English Literature
Valparaiso University, IN

2004

Present Positions

Professor of Music, tenured
University Organist
Oklahoma City University, OK

Artist in Residence
Westminster Presbyterian, OKC

Southwest Regional Ambassador
American Guild of Organists
(2026-2029)

Melissa M. Plamann

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Oklahoma City University

Professor of Music, Wanda L. Bass Chair of Organ 2010 - present
Keyboard Area Head 2025 - present
Coordinator of Graduate Music Studies 2015-2026

Courses: Managing Performance Anxiety, Graduate Keyboard Skills,

Sacred and Profane: The Intersection of Art and Religion, History of Worship,
Organ Construction and Design, Music Fundamentals, Hymnology,

Organ Literature, Graduate Music History Review,

Applied graduate and undergraduate organ lessons

St. Paul School of Theology, OKC
Adjunct Instructor of Church Music 2016-2024

Courses: Global Worship Music, Music in Worship

Valparaiso University, IN
Adjunct Instructor of Organ 2014-2015

Courses: Applied undergraduate organ lessons, organ colloquium

Emory University, GA
Interim University Organist, Instructor of Organ 2008
Courses: Applied graduate organ lessons, organ studio, Organ Literature

Indiana University - Bloomington

Graduate Assistant in Church Music & Piano 2006-2008

Courses (Instructor of Record): Class Piano | & Il, Church Music | & IlI,
Keyboard Skills, applied undergraduate piano and organ lessons

PUBLICATIONS (SELECTED)

Unnerved: The Performer’s Guide to Managing Anxiety
Bloomsbury Academic Press, 2025

“Opaline Reflections: A Theological Reading of Olivier Messiaen's

“La Vierge et I'Enfant’”
The American Organist (December, 2016)

“God Among Us: A Theological Reading of Olivier Messiaen’s

“Dieu parmi nous"’
The American Organist (December, 2013)

“The 10 Commandments of Introducing New Worship Music”
Augsburg Fortress Press Online (February, 2013)

“Cantad al SeAor: Latin American Hymnody”
Augsburg Fortress Press Online (March, 2013)

“Sound the Bamboo: Asian Hymnody”
Augsburg Fortress Press Online (April, 2013)

“Marching in the Light of God: African Hymnody"”
Augsburg Fortress Press Online (May, 2013)



Affiliations &
Awards

American Guild of Organists

Sigma Alpha lota
(International Music Fraternity)

Pi Kappa Lambda
(National Music Honor Society)

Alpha Lambda Delta
(National Academic Honor Society)

Sigma Tau Delta
(International English Honor Society)

Oklahoma City University Center for
Excellence in Teaching and Learning
Finalist, Award for Distinguishing
Achievement in the Scholarship of
Discovery (2026)

OCU Service

Member, Search Committee:
Music & Theater Dean (2025)

Member, School of Music Promotion &
Tenure Committee (2021-2025)

Chair, Search Committee:
Violin Faculty (2025)

Member, Search Committee:
Music Librarian (2024)

Member, Search Committee:
Director of Choral Activities (2023)

Member, Presidential Strategic
Planning Committee (2023)

Section Chair, Strategic Planning
Task Force (2023)

Search Committees: Musicology Faculty

Searches (2017 - chair, 2022, 2023)

NASM Reports Contributing Writer (2022)

School of Music Program Review
(2018, 2021, 2024)

Member, Graduate Council (2016-2022)
Member, Gen. Ed Committee (2013-2014)

Member, Faculty Scholarship Committee

(2010-2014)

RECENT & NOTABLE PRESENTATIONS

“Performance Anxiety in Young Performers”
Lecture, Interlochen Center for the Arts, MI (2026)

“Managing Performance Anxiety: Educators’ Edition”
Lecture, Vocal Pedagogy and Vocology Institute, OK (2026)

“Unnerved: The Performer’s Roadmap”
Keynote Address, Leyenda Convention, OK (2026)

“Unnerved: Managing Performance Anxiety”
Presentation, Oklahoma City University Bass School of Music (2026)

“Performance Anxiety and the Professional Musician”
Presentation, AGOYO Live 2 Conference, Online 2026)

“Unnerved: Music Performance Anxiety”
Workshop, AGOYO Live Conference, Online (2025)

“Innovative Programming: Fresh Repertoire for Concert and Worship”
Lecture Recital, American Guild of Organists’ SW Convention, TX (2025)

“Divine Images: Religious Symbolism in Organ Works"
Lecture Recital, Westminster Presbyterian Church, OKC (2025)

“Alternatim Praxis: The Liturgical Art of Taking Turns”
Workshop, Institute for Liturigical Arts, Valparaiso Univ., IN (2022)

“Musical Symbolism in Bach’s Orgelblichlein”
Lecture, St. Paul's Cathedral, OKC (2021)

“A Theological Narrative of Messiaen’s La Nativité”
Paper, American Guild of Organists’ National Convention, MA (2014)

“Musical Allies: Liturgical Arts and the Community”
Workshop, Institute for Liturgical Arts, Valparaiso Univ., IN (2014)

NOTABLE PERFORMANCES

Distinguished Guest Recital, Interlochen Center for the Arts, Ml (2026)

“4 by 4" Kemp Organ Concert, First Presbyterian, OK (2018, 2026)

Guest Recital, Our Lady of Perpetual Help Cathedral, OK (2016, 2024, 2026)
Bach’s Klavieriibung Ill, Oklahoma City University Faculty Recital (2025)

St. Marcus Concert Series Recital, Wi (2025)

Featured Recital, Organ Historical Society National Convention, WI (2025)
Featured Recital, SW Convention of the American Guild of Organists, OK (2023)
Oklahoma City University Faculty Recital (2023)

Featured Worship Organist, Liturgical Arts Institute, IN (2022)

Pinnacle Presbyterian Organ Recital Series, AZ (2021)

Tulsa Chapter of the American Guild of Organists Guest Recital (2020)

St. Paul's Cathedral Distinguished Artist Recital, OK (2014, 2019, 2021, 2023)
Organ Concerto with the OCU Symphony Orchestra - S. Paulus (2018)

Bishop W. Angie Smith Chapel Organ Rededication Recital, OK (2018)

“New Compositions for Organ” Solo Recital, OK (2017)

“Brahms and Bach” Brightmusic Recital Series, OK (2017)

Organ and Saxophone Premiers Recital, NASA National Convention, TX (2016)
Organ Dedication Concert, Chelsea First Methodist, MI (2015)

Distinguished Alumni Organ Recital, Valparaiso University, IN (2014)

Organ Concerto with the OCU Symphony Orchestra - S. Barber (2014)



	Contact
	melplamann@gmail.com
	812-219-1554
	Oklahoma City University
	www.melissaplamann.com

	Education
	Indiana University - Bloomington
	Emory University , GA
	Valparaiso  University, IN

	Present Positions
	Oklahoma City University, OK
	Westminster Presbyterian, OKC
	American Guild of Organists (2026-2029)


	Melissa M. Plamann
	TEACHING EXPERIENCE
	Oklahoma City University
	2010 - present
	2025 - present
	2015-2026

	St. Paul School of Theology, OKC
	2016-2024

	Valparaiso University, IN
	2014-2015

	Emory University, GA
	2008

	Indiana University - Bloomington
	2006-2008


	PUBLICATIONS (SELECTED)
	Unnerved: The Performer’s Guide to Managing Anxiety
	Bloomsbury Academic Press, 2025

	“Opaline Reflections: A Theological Reading of Olivier Messiaen’s “La Vierge et l’Enfant’”
	The American Organist (December, 2016)

	“God Among Us: A Theological Reading of Olivier Messiaen’s “Dieu parmi nous”’
	The American Organist (December, 2013)

	“The 10 Commandments of Introducing New Worship Music”
	Augsburg Fortress Press Online (February, 2013)

	“Cantad al Señor: Latin American Hymnody”
	Augsburg Fortress Press Online (March, 2013)

	“Sound the Bamboo: Asian Hymnody”
	Augsburg Fortress Press Online (April, 2013)

	“Marching in the Light of God: African Hymnody”
	Augsburg Fortress Press Online (May, 2013)


	Affiliations & Awards
	OCU Service

	RECENT & NOTABLE PRESENTATIONS
	“Performance Anxiety in Young Performers” Lecture, Interlochen Center for the Arts, MI (2026)
	“Managing Performance Anxiety: Educators’ Edition” Lecture, Vocal Pedagogy and Vocology Institute, OK (2026)
	“Unnerved: The Performer’s Roadmap” Keynote Address, Leyenda Convention, OK (2026)
	“Unnerved: Managing Performance Anxiety” Presentation, Oklahoma City University Bass School of Music (2026)
	“Performance Anxiety and the Professional Musician” Presentation, AGOYO Live 2 Conference, Online 2026)
	“Unnerved: Music Performance Anxiety” Workshop, AGOYO Live Conference, Online (2025)
	“Innovative Programming: Fresh Repertoire for Concert and Worship” Lecture Recital, American Guild of Organists’ SW Convention, TX (2025)
	“Divine Images: Religious Symbolism in Organ Works” Lecture Recital, Westminster Presbyterian Church, OKC (2025)
	“Alternatim Praxis: The Liturgical Art of Taking Turns” Workshop, Institute for Liturigical Arts, Valparaiso Univ., IN (2022)
	“Musical Symbolism in Bach’s Orgelbüchlein” Lecture, St. Paul’s Cathedral, OKC (2021)
	“A Theological Narrative of Messiaen’s La Nativité” Paper, American Guild of Organists’ National Convention, MA (2014)
	“Musical Allies: Liturgical Arts and the Community” Workshop, Institute for Liturgical Arts, Valparaiso Univ., IN (2014)

	NOTABLE PERFORMANCES

